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The National Bone Marrow Transplant 
Link (nbmtLINK) is dedicated to 

helping individuals and their families 
from diagnosis through survivorship. 

We work with hospitals, cancer 
centers, individuals, families, and 
other organizations by providing 

resources, support and education. 

Please feel free to email us for more 
information, slides, or assistance

Peggy Burkhard 
Executive Director 

peggyburkhard@nbmtlink.org

Jennifer Gillette, LMSW,
Staff Social Worker 

jennifergillette@nbmtlink.org

Our  Mission

mailto:peggyburkhard@nbmtlink.org
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Resources to Help Families Navigate the 
Transplant Journey

• cGVHD webinars, podcasts, resources, blogs, and support

• Lunch & Learn with the LINK Programs

• Multiple webinar series’ that can be viewed online

• Peer Support Mentor Program for Patients and Caregivers

• Second Birthdays Recognition Program

• Resource books, audio books, materials and referrals
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Our also thank our esteemed Link Partners for their 

continued support in all we do.



Today’s presentation is meant to inform and support, it is not 
intended to replace individualized medical or legal advice

The nbmtLINK and the presenters do not recommend 
or endorse any specific products, therapies, websites 
or clinical trials. The treatments, therapies, 
products, trials and websites mentioned during the 
webinar are provided as a convenience to you and to 
promote dialogue between you and your health care 
team about supportive care approaches in chronic 
GVHD. Before adding any new approach or treatment 
to your regimen, you should discuss this with your 
health care provider to determine if that 
intervention is right for you.



Christina Ferraro, 
APRN, CNP, BMTCN

Christina Ferraro completed her bachelor of science in 
nursing at The Ohio State University in 2001 and received 
a master of science in nursing and certification as a family 
nurse practitioner from Kent State University in 2016. She 
joined the Cleveland Clinic in 2003 as a registered nurse 
on the inpatient blood and marrow transplant unit and 
became an outpatient BMT nurse coordinator in 2006. 
Christina currently leads the Victor Fazio, MD BMT Cancer 
Survivorship Program at the Cleveland Clinic and has 
experience in seeing patients with graft-versus-host 
disease and patients in long-term follow up, emphasizing 
patient empowerment, education and support. 

Christina has presented at numerous regional and 
national conferences including the Oncology Nursing 
Conference, Aplastic Anemia/Myelodysplastic 
International Foundation, American Society of 
Transplantation and Cellular Therapy meetings, 
BMTinfonet and Cleveland Clinic nursing grand rounds. 
Christina is an active author, presenter and educator on 
the topic of BMT and survivorship and participates in 
research focused on survivorship and post-transplant 
complications. 



Amanda Budai, 
MSW, LCSW
Amanda Budai, MSW, LCSW, earned 
her Bachelor’s degree in social 
work from Edinboro University and 
her Master’s degree in social work 
from University of Pittsburgh. She 
has been a clinical social worker at 
UPMC Cancer Center for 11 years 
working with patients and families 
with hematology malignancies, 
stem cell transplant, and most 
recently, CAR T therapy. In 2018, 
she was named Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society Hematology-
Oncology Social Worker of the Year 
by the Association of Oncology 
Social Work



Katie Schoeppner, 
MSW, LICSW
Manager of Counseling Services at Be 
The Match/National Marrow Donor 
Program, where she has worked since 
2014. Before joining Be The Match, 
she was a clinical social worker at the 
University of Minnesota Adult Blood and 
Marrow Transplant Program. Katie 
holds a Master of Social Work degree 
from the University of Minnesota School 
of Social Work and a Bachelor's degree 
in Psychology from Gustavus Adolphus 
College. She is a member of the 
Association of Oncology Social Work 
(AOSW) and the American Society for 
Transplantation and Cellular Therapy 
(ASTCT). She is passionate about 
providing psychosocial and emotional 
support to BMT patients and families 
throughout the transplant continuum.


