
Chronic GVHD
• If you are on the call, you or someone else you 

love is likely experiencing chronic GVHD

• Please check these out:
https://www.nbmtlink.org/chronic-graft-versus-host-
disease-education-and-support-webinar/

https://www.nbmtlink.org/webinars-
podcasts/webinar-chronic-graft-vs-host-disease-
webinar/
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Outline
• Our goal as providers and researchers in this field is to 

educate 

• We want to improve your lives by providing care AND 
to let you know more about chronic GHVD and what 
we’re trying to do behind the scenes about it.

ü Immune effects of donor (allogeneic) stem cell transplant

ü Immune toxicity (graft versus host disease)

ü Individual/”personalized” treatments

ü It’s an exciting hopeful time!!
I have a clinical trial with an inhibitor and that is a conflict of interest. Nothing I’m about to say 
is meant to guide treatment or persuade you to do anything. Go to your provider for advice!
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Consensus Groups & Consortia

• NIH Consensus Criteria, 2005, 2015

• NIH Consensus on Immune Deficiency 
after HCT, 2016

• Chronic GVHD consortium member

• Chronic GVHD natural history study at 
NCI, collaborate w/ Steve Pavletic



cGVHD Team at Duke!
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Studies Using Patient Samples have 
advance our Understanding of cGVHD

Leukapheresis

Blood draws



Schematic overview of the cellular and molecular mediators, known and implicated, 
contributing to the continuum of aGVHD and cGVHD pathology. 

Kelli P. A. MacDonald et al. Blood 2017;129:13-21

©2017 by American Society of Hematology



Targeted Treatment is Being Developed 
in Hopes of Preventing both cGVHD and 

Cancer Development

Commentary by Daniel H. Fowler, and Steven Z. Pavletic
Blood 2015;125:3974-3975
©2015 by American Society of Hematology



Mechanistic interventions for the prevention or 
treatment of chronic GVHD. 

Corey S. Cutler et al. Blood 2017;129:22-29

©2017 by American Society of Hematology



Assessment of worsening cGVHD reflective of cGVHD pathophysiology that requires urgent 
attention. 

Stefanie Sarantopoulos et al. Blood 2019;133:1191-1200

©2019 by American Society of Hematology

What are we thinking when we see you in our clinic? Ruling out the worst case.



NIH global severity assessments to determine need for intervention in patients with ongoing cGVHD. 

Our approach to patients seen in our multidisciplinary clinic for ongoing refractory cGVHD entails 
assessment of global severity score

Stefanie Sarantopoulos et al. Blood 2019;133:1191-1200

©2019 by American Society of Hematology

How to we decide if you’re responding to treatment and what to do next?
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https://www.asbmt.org/practice-
resources/nih-chronic-gvhd-consensus-
project


